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NOVEMBER LOAN EXHIBITION: The current loan exhibition will 
be of wice interest and will introduce a new phase of art in the 
domain of gallery shows It will he composed of a series of Stage 
Designs ond Costumes, for the most part of current successes in 
the theatre, and will include tho work of three outstanding de- 

lgners, Jo Miclzincer, Stewart Chaney, and Rex Whistler. 


The son of a portrait painter, Jo Mielziner was born in Paris 
in 1901, and is therefore one of America's youngest as well as most 
successful stage designers. His ea rly training in drawing was 
with his father ana this artist background is no doubt the reason 
why his sketches and costume plates aro valid and important works 
of ert ir addition to their criginel flair for the thectre. He 
came to America at the age of eleven and later studied at the Art 
Students! League. He won the Cresson Traveling Scholarship and 
spent much time in Europe investigating the methods of Reinhardt 
and Joscph Urban. 


His interest in th? thestre is understandable as his brother 
is the distinguished actor, Kenneth Mackennu, and it was his ade 
vice thet led Mielziner to attcmnot acting to prepare him for his 
designirg. Later he worked with Kobert Edmond Jones «na designed 
sets for thé Theatre Guild. His Tirst commission wes ror "illiam 
A. Bredy, Jr., ana since then ne hus staged almost one hundred pro- 
duetions, including such outstanding successes as "Strect Beene", 
"Strange Interlude", "che Guardsmen", and "The Burrets of wimpole 
Street". ` 


Of Mr. Miclziner's talent, Guthric MeClintic, the director of 
Fetherins Cornell, has said; "He docs not look upon the play as 
the pog on which to hang stage pictures. He is 2 collcboretor first 
last und slweys ~ with the cuthor, the setor, and tne director. 
Foremost mong his ¿attributes I would place style ond 2 sculptural 
quality. He has « virility in his designing thet is beyond thet 
of most of the designers of toduy, and with it, he brings 2 rich 
beauty to the stage." Otnuer critics heve spoken of his ability to 
make of nis settings not stage properties, but rooms thet heve been 
lived in. Royel Cortissoz wrote of this exhibition; "I am impress- 
ed by the manner in which Mr. Miclziner's sects seize upon the imeg- 
ination, slike in reciistic snd romantic moods. The acsigns for 
"Ethan Frome" core extraordinarily eloguent of the spirit of the 
play". 


Mr. Mielziner will be represented by his designs for the Jobn 
Gielgud production of "damlet", and for "Ethan Frome" »"Romeo and 
Juliet", "Wingless Victory", "High Tor", "The Yellow Jacke at", and 
"Winterset". 


Of particular interest to Kansas City will be a group of 
sketches by Stewart Chan.y who is a native of Kansas City and ‘the 
has recently achievec a signal succese with his stage designs. His 
abilities in this field rirst attracted attention while he was a 
stuaent at Yale University. Here he designed a permanent setting 
for poethe's NFausit, in which a revolving stage was used and in 
which changes vere accomplisnea by lighting effects. 


Mr. Chaney, who is at present in Russia studying stage design 
and writing an article on his production of "Hemict" for the Moscow 
Art Magazine, will be represented by tne series of sets for "Peust", 
for tho Stravinsky Ball ct "Apollon Musagete" which wes danced by 
the American Ballet at tho Metropolitan Opera, the sets and costumes 
for the Leslie Howard production of "Hamlot" which wes seen here 
lest season, for the Blsic Schauffler play "“Parneli", for the Zoe 
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Akins pleys "0 Evening Ster" and "The Old Meid", and for the Phili» 


Barry pley "Spring Danco", 


The third stage designer to be represented is Rox Whistler, 4, 
young Englishman who has studied at the Royl Academy in London 
and at the Slade Sehool. His vork attracted the attention of Lord 
Duveen who early became his patron. Whistler has done a number of 
murals in London, including 2 series in the Tate Gallery, hes 
iliustrated Hans Anderson's Fairy Tales ond 2 number of other books 
end his cone scenie work for mony London productions. 


Ais most importent work in Americ: has been the settings and 
costumes for the ilelen ALyes production ef "Victorin Regina", which 
as been the outstending play in New York for two seasons and which 
wili be seen in Keneas City this winter. Fourteen originel water- 
colour studies for this most interesting Crema on the life of 
queen Victoris will be included in the show. 


The exhibition will Oper on Sunday. October élst, ond will 
continue through the month of November, 


MASTERPIECE OF Pau MONTH: For tne month of November, the 
Masterpieco will de tye first important cequisition of the perman~ 
ent collcetion for the current yezr. It is a life-size represent- 
ition of St. John tho Beptist by the outstcuding Venetian Reneis- 
sance sculptor, Tizizno Aspetul, who was the great-nepnhew of the 
painter Titian. 


It is in warm coloured sandstone in the complete round and 
fully signed and documented. It represents the Saint as he med- 
itated in the desert ene is the only monumental work oy this sculp- 
tor in Americc. Aspetti hes conceived Saint John as tall, meagre, 
and naggaurd from his continued rusting. The body is dbecutifully 
handle 2nd articulated and the structure of the torsə is péerticu- 

arly clive end vital., The head is a superlative exemole of model- 
ing snd the expression of inrcr cvesticning on the fonce is heignt- 
ened by the half-closed lids anc their Scopasian treaument. The 
Sculptor has successlrully combined the wiey energy and the aescetic- 
ism of Donatello with the contraposto und the grestepr intensity of 
Michelangelo, 


Aspetti wes born near Padus in 1565, but went to Venice when 
Still young and cesme under the influence of Sansovino and of ales- 
Sandro Vittorio. 4 number of his eorly works ere still in situ in 
the Ducal Palace, the Mint end in the church of Sen Proneisco della 
Vigne, ani show the hand of s youthful artist. In 1590 he left 
Venice for Pidue where nis work almost immediately shored i grout 
improvement and c definite knowledge of Donat2llo. Here he carried 
out many commissions for the Basilica of Seint Anthony ond for pri- 
vate chavcls., Our Ssint John would seom te d:.te from his lato 
Paduan period, just before ho left for Pis. in 1604. He wes cm- 
ployed nero by Nobile Berzighelli end dicd in this city in 1607. 


Toe Sint Jonn vas undoubtedly made for a chenel conti.ining 
the baptismal font. It is not krown when it left Itely, but it has 
been inc private collection ir England for a number of yeors þe- 
fore coming to the Gallery. It besre the Signature, "OPUS TITIANI.. 
eese I BP") znd with our Moschino group, is the secord signed example 
of Italian Rencissance sculpture in the Gallery collection, & uni pii 
distinction in Americana mussums. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING LECTURES: On November 3rd, the wednesday 
Evening lecture will be devoted to Greek Sculpture through the 
archaic period and the 5th century E.C. and will be given by Mr. 
Gerdner. This covers the superb early Apollo types, the sculpture 
of the Parthenon end the work of Phidtas, Polyclitos, and Myron. 


Later Greek Sculpture of the 4th century B.C. and the Hellen- 
istic period will be ciscussed on wednesday evening, November 10th. 
At that time Mr, Sickmen will consider the work of Praxiteles, 
scopes, and Lysippus and the more dramatic and realistic conceptions 
of Hellenistic Sculpture. 


AS 2 background for the loan exhibitior of stage sets, Miss 
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Hughes will lecture on Wednesásy Evening, November 17th, on a 
history of Theatre Art. The colaborate stego settings of the mo- 
orn theatre are not c reecnt develoament, s the Romens 2volved 
complicated errengsments, with intricate: machinery for various cf- 
fects. It is intsresting to note hov the pendulum swings beck and 
forth, to the simplo stage of the Blizebethsn Drama to the bowila- 
ering pors ipeetives of the 18th century and bacik to the trend for 
Sluanilicity in our modera theatre. Tho use of light is tno grent 
contribution cond innovation of the twenticth century. 


On Veanesduy Evening, November ráth, the night before Thanks- 
giving, there will be no Loeture end the Gallery will not observe 
its usuc! opening. 


FRIDAY Y EVENING OPENINGS: while it is still too soon, perhaps, 
to gouge the “public. respons: to the FPriaar svoning openings of the 
Galie ry, the attendenee has pcan gratifying and hus irercosocd ozech 
wack. tt has boin Coeided to ccontinuc the cxocriment for the 
first tnree fridays in November, when the Gallery vill be open 
“without cherge from 7 to © n.a. 


Agsir there will be no formal Leetur:, but discussional gal- 
lery tulxs will bə given. On November Sth, Miss Sughes will to1k 
in the loan gellerics on the Trhestre Art Exhibition. On November 
letn Miss Jackson will discuss Americsn pointing of the: L@th and 
19th centurios in Golluory XXIX, and on November 18th Mr. GSickman 
wiil spook on Chinesa bronzes in Gallery XXV. Tho Gallery will 
be closea on the Pricey. evening after Thanksgiving, November 26th. 


EXHIBITION CF CHINS- PAINTINGS: A soleetion of Chinese Paint- 
ings from the pcrm-nent collection hes been installed in Gallery 
XXIV. The group has becn chosen with zo view to reprosonting the 
principale trends from tae lgth to the 16th ccnturics.  Jutsta “nd 
is an cxecptionclly fin. lsndses pe of the Sung Dynasty (1127-1 oao5 
ond the Yuon period is represented by a scnsitive snd oeomollshod 
landsczpe from the brush of Sheng Mou, « pointer of the 14th cen- 
tury. 


Several other mountcin scenes sho. the extists of the Ming 
Ý O p 
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Dynasty (1368-1644) working in the tradition of the arest cung 

school. Two compositions of birds show the Chinese artists! mastery 
as¢ 


of subjects from wild life, anda one representing a wild sewn at- 

tacked by à felcon is perticuiarly spirited cna drametic. Purni- 
ture anc & handsome pair of 18th century ox-blood vases, the: ift 
of Miss Frances lie Logan, contribute un atmossheric installation. 


REHANGING OF H FRENCH i PAINTINGS: Galleries XII snd XIII have 
been rehung so that the loter group of French 18tn century paint- 
ers, including Van Gogn, Manot, Monct, Loisenu, Friecz, Seurot, 
Masson, ona L'Hote er. nov oxhibited in Gollery XIIJ. G:.llerv XII 
will be cevotcd to the more traditional 19th century men who were 
not definitely of the berbizon group. 


GALLERY Ck TANGES: A selection of objcets presented to the 
Gellory by Mrs. Jacob Leander Loose has been installed in Gallery XV. 


The American Indinn Rooms nive been roorgenized and rehuny. 
An interesting series of ston: sand pottery figures of the archaic 
Mexican civilization, the recent gift of Mrs. David M. Lighton, 
is now on exhibition for tne first time. There nas also been ploc- 
ed on display a group of Alaskan Indian objects lent by Dr. and 
Mrs. B. L. Myers. These were coliected auring a lonz residence in 
alaska. 


GALLERY ACTIVITIES: During the recent conventions und Ameri- 
can Royal Week, many groups of out-of-town visitors used the guide 
facilities of the tallery. 


On October £9tn, the Director spoke in Wichita under the 
auspices of the velphian society on the suvjicet of Modern Art. 
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JUNIOR EPDYCATIONAL ACTIVITIES Tours of the American Ving 
and Americar painting gulle cries, For the seventh grade classes of 
the publie schools, will beg november 4th and continue on Thurs- 
day and Friday efternoens Kroush the winter. The period rooms of 


the Anerican Wing, runging From the Keepin, Room of the Pilgrim era 
to the bolem dining room with its strong French influence following 
the Revolutionary War, ofrer a vivid setting for the study of Amer- 
ican history in the regulur seventh grade curriculum, 


Littic Museum of Youns Moderns: The staff of the Little Muscum 
announces the opening on wovember Sth ef an exhibition cf American 
Indian artifcets, lent by Connoisseurs and fricnds of the muscu. 

3 


Ths le Trey: hunt ara Colour ind the question gumes may be 
enjoyod oe nny young galləry visitor from ten o'clock until four- 
thirty exch Si turany also Drawing for run continues at two-thirty 


for ery child who is intoros teu in joining. 


FEIKND -ART STUDY CLUB: The meeting day for the study Class 
of tne Proends, OP Ar Art hes been changed from the first end third Wod- 
nesday of cleven o'clock, te the sceond enc fourth Wednesday 2t the 
samo hour. On November lOth, Miss Hughes will lesd the discussion 
on the exhibition of Thoatre Art, while on the &4th Mr. Gardner will 
tell of some of the current exhibitions in New York. 


CALENDAR 


wed., Nov. Z, 8:00 ~- Lecturs - Greek Sculpture - Mr. Gardner 

Freri., " 9; €:00 =- usllery Telk - Thectre Designs - Miss dughes 

wed., P 19, 11:900 - Friends cf Art Stuċy lass - Libre ry 

wog., i" Lo, 8:50 - Lecture - Later Greck Sculpture - Mr. Sickmen 

Fri., " Za 8:00 ~ Gallory Talk - americon Pointing - Miss 

Jackson 

Sun., " l4, @:50 - Conecrt - atkins áuditorium 

wed., " 17, 8:00 - Lecture - Theatro Art - Miss Hughes 

Fri., " 19, 6:00 - ullery Talk - Caines: Bronzos - Mr. Sickmean 

Sat., " Z9, 10:30 and £:40 - Tony Sarg Merionette Players in 

"Ropingon Srusoo! - tickets muy be obtcinod 

at sales desk or through Junior League 

Dun., " Zl, 5:50 - Concert ~ Atkins Auditoriuy 

Wed., " Z4 1i:00 - Friends of art Study Cless - Library 

ied., " ced, No evening opening 

Thurs. ," Z5, Thanksgiving - G.llery Closed 

Fri., " 6, No ovening opening 

Sun., " 28, ° S:40 =- Concert - Atkins Auditorium 

William Rockhill Nelson Gallery of art © Permit See. 56S 
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